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Attendance and  
participation in class are 
essential for success. Class 
meetings will consist of a mix of 
lecture interspersed with in-class 
problems and activities. Come 
prepared to think, question, write, 
and discuss your ideas with the 
class community.

Checklist of essential items 
to bring to class every time:

Passive study techniques  
such as re-reading and highlighting 
are weakly related to improved 
learning. Deeper understanding 
comes from active engagement 
with material: compare and 
contrast, build models, draw 
pictures, organize concepts into 
tables and charts, solve practice 
problems, write your own exam 
problems, construct concept maps, 
and discuss course content with 
your peers. 

office hours
Mondays · 12–1 pm · Clapp 315
Tuesdays · 9:30-10:30 am · Clapp 102
for updates check tinyurl.com/y58nh85n

facebook · search group
“Dr. McGreevy's Foundations of Biology Class - Fall 2019”
tinyurl.com/y2yhcm5u

tophat
app.tophat.com/e/521144

launchpad
tinyurl.com/y6rmdabw
Textbook: Life: The Science of Biology,
11th edition by Sadava et. al.

A printout of the PowerPoint 
slides to write on. 
Extra blank paper for 
drawings, notes, and 
activities. 
A charged smart device 
enabled for Pitt WiFi
and TopHat access. 

Grade
Rubric

Exam 1: Tuesday, September 24th 
Exam 2: Tuesday, October 15th

Exam 3: Tuesday, November 12th

Final exam: Tuesday December 10th, 2–3:50 pm
Exam
Dates

Exam dates will not change unless there 
are extreme extenuating circumstances 
that affect the professor or the entire 
class. Please plan accordingly—there are 
no make-up exams.

200 Three Mid-term Exams
100 points each, drop lowest

100
22
20
18

One Final Exam
100 points, cannot be dropped

360  Total course points

10 Recitation Quizzes
two points each; drop lowest

24 TopHat Days
one point each; drop lowest four

12 LaunchPad Assignments
two points each; drop lowest

5% Recitation quizzes
6% Participation (TopHat)

6% LaunchPad
28% Final exam

55% Midterm exams
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