
THEME 1: ENERGIZING LEARNING  

Instructors are key drivers of teaching effectiveness as they make decisions about 
course content, lesson delivery, classroom organization, behavioral and social norms. 

(Track 1) Motivating 
Students:

What strategies have you used to 
motivate students to engage with 
the content, the instructor, and 
their peers? Are there specific 
ways that you have sparked 

students’ interest or curiosity in 
your discipline and their ongoing 

participation in the learning 
process?

(Track 2) Applying New 
Teaching Strategies:

What pedagogical strategies have 
you used in your teaching to 

maximize student engagement 
with, and authentic applications 

of, the instructional content? Are 
there new techniques you have 

tried to facilitate memory, 
information retention and recall, 

or student mindfulness of 
learning?

(Track 3) Building 
Meaningful Relationships:

How have you created a 
classroom community within 

your instructional context that 
prioritizes relationship-building 
with your students and fosters 
student-student connections?

(Track 4) Communicating:
How have you leveraged verbal 

and/or nonverbal communication 
strategies within the classroom 
to model good communication, 

provide transparency, and 
establish an environment 
conducive to learning?



THEME II: ENVIRONMENTS 

The classroom environment, whether physical or virtual, can impact a student’s 
motivation, sense of belonging, and the ability to participate as a member of the class.

(Track 1) Learning Spaces: 
How have you worked with the 

physical aspects of a classroom to 
better enable students’ talking, 
writing, moving, or listening?

(Track 2) Welcoming:
How do you facilitate a 

classroom environment where 
students accept and value the 
capabilities, perspectives, and 

identities of each other?

(Track 3) Inclusivity:
What strategies have you used in 

your teaching to create and 
sustain an environment in which 
students feel safe, supported, and 

encouraged to express their 
identity, perspectives, and learning 

preferences?

(Track 4) Technological 
Environments:  

How have you worked with 
technology or virtual aspects of a 

classroom to better enable 
students’ talking, writing, 
interaction, or listening?


